in particular, microscopic hamaturia is not a typical feature of the minimal change nephrotic syndrome and clinical renal osteodystrophy is hardly a characteristic feature of renal failure due to glomerulonephritis, as opposed to any other cause.
Despite these criticisms, there is much more good than bad about this book, which deserves a place in the undergraduate library. C S OGG Anorexia Nervosa and Obesity Symposium, 5 May 1972 edited by R F Robertson MD FRCPEdin FRCP pp 133 Edinburgh: Royal College ofPhysicians 1973 The subjects of anorexia nervosa and of obesity are two of the most baffling problems which confront medical science today. There is much to commend the view that the etiology of both is in fact some disorder of the endocrine glands as yet unidentified, and that the reduced appetite and the increased appetite in each respective condition are nmnifestations of some form of hormonal imbalance.
Sadly the symposium under review offers little support for this view. It is to be commended, for it is objective and physiological, and all the papers are of a very high standard. However, the balance is much in favour of a psychological mechanism in anorexia nervosa, and the matter is left open as far as obesity is concerned beyond reiteration of the fact that the increasing weight is due to a discrepancy between intake and requirement.
Nevertheless, all the papers are of interest and illustrate the limitations of our knowledge about these two common and fundamental problems. It is hoped that the book will be widely read and will stimulate thought and provoke further research. The authors' goal is to demonstrate the development of knowledge of brain function by a series of over 150 anatomical drawings, produced during the six hundred years between the thirteenth century and the present day. It is particularly the growth of knowledge concerning the function of the cerebral cortex which is considered, and a by-product of the work is a demonstration of the development ofmedical illustration.
The quality of the reproductions is excellent and the plates have been selected and arranged to demonstrate the slow development of knowledge of brain function through the centuries. The commentary is illuminating and can be readily linked with the plates. Some anatomical drawings from Hellenic Alexandria (300 Bc) are reproduced but none are available to illustrate the views held in the early centuries of the present era concerning the seat of the soul, the motor and sensory functions of nerves, or the rete mirabile which produced, from the vital spirits in the blood, animal spirits to be stored in the ventricles and transmitted along hollow nerves to produce movement and sensation.
In the Middle Ages the functions of the mind were considered to reside in the ventricles and some 60 figures illustrate this view. With the development of knowledge concerning the true anatomy of the ventricles this cell doctrine was no longer acceptable and that of the rete mirabile and vital and animal spirits took its place. Later it was observed that the rete mirabile was absent in man and so attention was directed to the cerebrum itself.
The development of phrenology in the late eighteenth century stimulated interest and the functions of the cerebral cortex then began to be investigated. The developments of the last two hundred years are well described. The book provides a valuable account of the development of knowledge of the functional anatomy of the cerebrum, especially the anatomy of the mind.
J E A O'CONNELL
Pediatric X-ray Diagnosis by John Caffey AB MD 6th edn 2 vols pp 1590+lxii illustrated £33.50 Chicago: Year BookPublishers 1972 London: Lloyd-Luke 1973 The 6th edition of this work shows a marked adolescent growth spurt. The book is now in two volumes and has over one-third more text pages than the previous edition, while the number of contributors has risen from two to eight. A major improvement is the freer reference to modern contrast techniques such as angiography and contrast ventriculography, while isotopes and ultrasound also receive mention. Neurology and cardiology are significantly improved; hydrocephalus is now more completely discussed and there is a great improvement in the section on congenital cardiac lesions. Smaller changes are noted in the section on the alimentary tract, but with considerable improvement in the description of congenital cesophageal atresia and fistula. Likewise most changes in the urinary tract chapter are in detail, although bladder outlet obstruction is recast and chronic infection receives a good discussion. The subcutaneous or intramuscular injection of contrast for pyelography is now quite firmly eschewed.
